Mrs. Gladys Mitchell

September 10, 1918 - January 5, 2019

Gladys Machen Mitchell was the middle of three children born to Francis
Marion “Frank” Machen and Rosalie Black Machen of Crossville. Her older
brother was the late Kermit Machen of Geraldine and the late Juanita Machen
Guice of Jacksonville, Alabama.

Mrs Mitchell was a member of the Geraldine High School class of 1936. In the
depths of the Depression, money to pay teacher salaries ran out before the
end of spring term, so her class was declared “graduated” a month ahead of
time that year. She was a top student, and finished as salutatorian of her
class. She met her future husband, Hugh Foyd Mitchell of Tenbroeck during
their school years. Foyd served in the U.S. Army Infantry at Fort Benning,
Georgia. Toward the end of his first enlistment, they married in 1939.

With the start of World War Il, Foyd's previous military experience qualified
him to serve as “cadre” (training staff) for new recruits at Camp Sibert near
Gadsden. Gladys served diligently on the home front, raising their son and
working, while Foyd served in the Korean War and also the Army of
Occupation in Japan after WWII. Gladys took an ocean voyage with their son,
Kenny, from Seattle, Washington across the Pacific to Japan (which included
several days stalled at sea during a typhoon) to join Foyd there in 1953. She
was a nervous but diligent traveler wherever duty called. This is notable
because “duty” included a Japanese bus driver forcing her to enduring



numerous hairpin turn negotiations while climbing a mountain road, including
backing up — without guardrails!

Gladys enjoyed solving New York Times crossword puzzles and was a
formidable Scrabble player. She was a voracious reader of both romance and
detective novels, as well as books about U.S. history and Southern culture.
She enjoyed crochet and knitting, as well as country, bluegrass, and gospel
music, particularly Hee Haw, the Glen Campbell Show, and later, live
performances by the Gary Waldrep Band in Marshall County.

She was legendary for her high energy level, her brisk walking speed, and her
frequent (and single-handed!) rearrangement of her living room furniture to
spice up “slow” days at the farm. Gladys stoically cooked up the fish her men
caught . She also worked very hard for many years to ensure she kept
everyone well-fed while Foyd farmed and enlisted his son and grandsons in
various projects on their property.

Gladys and Foyd also enjoyed their grandchildren, and later their great-
grandchildren throughout the remainder of their lives. She was dedicated in
her care of her husband, Foyd, after his 1986 stroke until his death in 1995.
She also diligently cared for both her parents in their later years.

She is survived by her son, Kenny (Emma) Mitchell, her grandsons, Samuel
Mitchell and Douglas (Shawn) Mitchell, great grandchildren, Emily Rose,
Walker, Gus, John Ambros and Gabriel, 3 Nieces and 2 Nephews.

The family has suggested in lieu of flowers for donations to be made to the
Wounded Warrior Project.



Cemetery Details

DeKalb Memorial Gardens

Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 9. 12:00 PM - 1:45 PM (CT)

Geraldine Funeral Home

11968 AL Hwy 227

Geraldine, AL 35974

(256) 659-4050
https://www.geraldinefuneralhome.com

Service

JAN 9. 2:00 PM (AKT)

DeKalb Memorial Gardens


https://www.geraldinefuneralhome.com/

Tribute Wall

From all of your work family purchased the Arrive
in Style for the family of Mrs. Gladys Mitchell.

From all of your work family - January 08, 2019 at 03:53 PM

Pam, Barbara, Maggie and Ethelyn purchased
the Emerald Garden Basket for the family of Mrs.
Gladys Mitchell.

Pam, Barbara, Maggie and Ethelyn - January 08, 2019 at 08:33
AM

Benjamin & Carmen Machen purchased the Senti
ments of Serenity Spray for the family of Mrs.
Gladys Mitchell.

Benjamin & Carmen Machen - January 07, 2019 at 07:24 PM

| enjoyed many afternoons on the banks of the pond. Gladys was
such a kind, witty person and a joy to be around!
Becky (Johnston) Parker

Becky Parker - January 07, 2019 at 04:18 PM
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